
How	  to	  generate	  a	  sense	  of	  urbaness	  in	  an	  isolated	  and	  exposed	  city	  
Cultural	  approaches	  to	  processes	  of	  urban	  change.	  

Ólöf	  Örvarsdó>r.	  Environment	  and	  Planning	  	  Reykjavik.	  
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Reykjavík	  2030	  
Municipal	  plan	  for	  Reykjavík	  2010-‐2030	  

Main	  goals	  and	  strategies	  (hovedstruktur)	  

General	  urban	  strategies	  and	  
planning	  principles	  on	  the	  
future	  	  of	  urban	  development	  
in	  Reykjavík	  

To	  densify	  the	  urban	  structure	  
and	  create	  more	  compact	  and	  
aQracRve	  City	  by	  the	  Sea.	  	  

Strategies	  that	  address	  
the	  need	  of	  Reykjavík´s	  
economy	  and	  policies	  for	  
different	  commercial	  and	  
industrial	  areas,	  centers	  
and	  clusters	  

To	  strengthen	  Reykjavík´s	  
economic	  base	  and	  	  
promote	  Reykjavík	  as	  a	  
compeRRve	  internaRonal	  
capital	  	  city	  

Policies	  on	  sustainable	  
transportaAon,	  green	  structure	  
plan,	  sustainable	  design	  of	  
neighborhoods	  and	  general	  
environmental	  goals	  	  

To	  sRmulate	  changes	  in	  travel	  
behavior,	  preserve	  green	  open	  
spaces,	  reduce	  emission	  of	  CO2,	  
improve	  air	  quality,	  reduce	  noise	  
polluRon	  and	  encourage	  more	  
sustainable	  lifestyle	  in	  the	  urban	  
neighborhoods	  
	  
	  

Polices	  that	  address	  the	  
quality	  of	  the	  urban	  
environment	  and	  the	  city	  at	  	  
eye	  level	  	  

To	  improve	  the	  quality	  of	  life	  
within	  the	  city	  and	  in	  the	  
local	  neighborhoods	  and	  
sRmulate	  more	  ambiRous	  
design	  of	  buildings	  and	  the	  
spaces	  between	  them	  
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90%	   10%	  

Compact	  city	  –	  no	  more	  suburbs	  
The	  main	  theme	  of	  the	  revision	  work	  is	  sustainable	  urban	  development	  and	  densificaRon	  of	  the	  urban	  structure;	  to	  create	  a	  
more	  compact,	  diverse	  and	  aQracRve	  city.	  The	  goal	  is	  that	  90%	  of	  all	  new	  dwellings	  will	  be	  located	  on	  densificaRon	  sites	  close	  
to	  the	  city	  center	  or	  within	  the	  current	  city	  structure	  compared	  to	  the	  current	  goal	  of	  50%	  in	  the	  Municipal	  Plan	  2024,	  and	  
10-‐15%	  ten	  years	  ago.	  
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Planning	  principles	  	  

16	  

338	  

71	  

14	   9	  
Infill	  

Brownfield/grayfield	  

Open	  green	  space	  -‐	  no	  
special	  value	  
Greenfield	  -‐potenRal	  value	  

Landfill	  

Redevelop,	  first	  and	  foremost,	  	  old	  and	  underused	  industrial	  sites	  (brownfields)	  



Planning	  principles	  	  
Priority	  given	  to	  development	  close	  to	  the	  city	  center,	  public	  transportaRon	  corridors	  and	  local	  employment	  centers.	  	  

DensificaAon	  should	  improve	  
the	  quality	  of	  the	  urban	  
environment	  in	  general	  	  

Urban	  character	  of	  
development	  –	  dense	  
development,	  mixes	  of	  land	  
uses	  and	  coherent	  
streetscape	  

Pedestrian	  friendly	  
environment	  and	  in	  human	  
scale	  

Grid	  street	  paLern	  instead	  of	  
hierarchy	  street	  plan	  

Street	  design	  considering	  all	  
travel	  modes,	  the	  street	  as	  a	  
public	  space	  

Preserve	  historic	  buildings	  
and	  neighborhoods	  

Preserve	  green	  open	  space	  
and	  natural	  areas	  

Redevelop,	  first	  and	  
foremost,	  	  old	  and	  underused	  
industrial	  sites	  (brownfields)	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  I	  

	  	  	  	  II	  
	  	  	  	  III	  

	  	  	  	  IV	  
	  	  	  	  V	  

	  	  	  	  VI	  

Zones	  I-‐III:	  81,4%	  
Zone	  IV:	  8,1%	  
Zone	  V:	  9,7%	  
Zone	  VI:	  0,8%	  



!
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	  75%	  →	  58	  % 	   	   	   	   	  	  4%	  →	  12% 	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  21%	  →	  30%	  
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